Natural home

Saving onara

Rainwater is free and pure, a tonic for plants. Here are four waysto catch and
store precious winter rainfall to keep your garden lUSh By j1m MccausLanD

PLANT A
RAIN
GARDEN
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where it percolates into

the groundwater below.

“It’s a win-win situation,”

says landscape designer

Malissa Gatton. “The

garden helps reduce this
nousehold’s environmen-
tal footprint. Anybody
coulddo it

If you have soil that
drains well, a rain garden
is a great option. Channel
rainwater from the roof
into a shallowly buried
pipe that empties into an
infiltration basin or swale
at least 10 feet away from
your house. Grow water-
tolerant plants such as
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